Performance on Electronic Clinical Quality Measures in the Comprehensive Primary Care Initiative.
Electronic clinical quality measures (eCQMs) that capture data from electronic health records promise accurate and timely measurement, but their use has been limited in payment. The Comprehensive Primary Care initiative sponsored by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services used eCQMs as part of a shared savings incentive. To assess performance, the authors developed benchmarks for 11 measures and compared performance of initiative and benchmark practices. Initiative practices outperformed benchmark practices on 8 measures in 2015 (between 6.3 and 17.7 percentage points) and 9 measures in 2016 (between 1.7 and 20 percentage points). Initiative practices improved significantly on 7 measures from 2015 to 2016 (between 3.3 and 8.6 percentage points). For 3 measures, the improvement was greater than benchmark practices that reported the same measures in a 2-year period (between 1 and 8.9 percentage points). The authors conclude that eCQMs can be used for payment.